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1. Name of Property
historic name George T. Stagg Distillery
other names/site number Buffalo Trace Distillery; Ancient Age Distillery; KHC file no. FR-218
2. Location
street & number 1001 Wilkinson Boulevard N/A not for publication
city or town Frankfort N/A  vicinity
state  Kentucky code KY county Franklin code 073  zip code 40601

Federal Agen ification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, 1 hereby certify that
this  Xnomination __ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering

properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth
in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property X meets  does not meet the National Register Criteria. I

recommend that this property be considered significant ~ nationally  statewide  locally. ( __ See
t1 n sheet for, additional comments.)
David L. Morgan, Executive
Director and SHPO = . B“QO@’/
Signature of certifylng official/Title Date
Kentucky Herifage Council/State Historic Preservation Office
State or Federal agency ami bureau .
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. (__ See continuation sheet

for additional comments.)

Signature of commenting or other official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

I hereby certify that thxs property is: Date of Action
entered in the National Register.

____See continuation sheet.

___ determined eligible for the National Register.
____See continuation sheet.

____determined not eligible for the National Register.

_____removed from the National Register..

_____other (explain):
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Franklin Co., Ky.

Name of Property County and State
3. Classification
Ownership of Property  Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check onty one box) (Do not include previousty listed resources in the count.)
_X_ private _X_ building(s) Contributing Noncontributing .
____public-local __ district 20 3 b}llldings
____ public-State __site 0 Q sites
____ public-Federal ____ structure 10 1  structures
____object 1 3  objects
61 ’ 7 Total

Name of related multiple property listing

(Bnter *N/A® if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A
6. Function or Use

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

9

Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

Current Functions
(Bnter categories from instructions)

Category Subcategory Category Subcategory
INDUSTRY manufacturing facility INDUSTRY manufacturing facility
INDUSTRY waterworks INDUSTRY waterworks
INDUSTRY energy facility INDUSTRY energy facility
INDUSTRY industrial storage INDUSTRY industrial storage
DOMESTIC single dwelling DOMESTIC secondary structure
DOMESTIC secondary structure SOCIAL clubhouse
SOCIAL clubhouse LANDSCAPE park
LANDSCAPE park

1. Description

Architectural Classification Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

Romanesque

Other: Arts and Crafts
Other: Rustic
Colonial Revival
Moderne

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one ar more continuation sheets.)

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation Stone

walls Brick
Terra cotta

roof Asphalt

other Concrete
Metal
Wood
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Nawme of Property County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x” in ove or more boxes for the criteria qualifying (Mark "X" in alf the boxes that apply.)
the property for National Register listing.)
Property is:
X A Property is associsted with cvents that have made 8
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our L A owned by s religious institution or used for religious
history. purposes.
XBn Property is associated with the lives of persons _._.B removed from its original location.
significant in our past. _C a birthplace or a grave.
Xxc Property embodies the distinctive ch istics of D a cemetery.
a type, period, or method of construction or __ B a reconstructed building, object, or structure,
represents the work of a master, or possesseshigh F & commesmorative property.
artistic values, or represents a significant and ¢ Iess than SO years of age or achicved significance within the past fifty years.
distinguishable entity whose componenty lack
individual distinction.
b Property has vielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.
Areas of Significance Period of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)
SOCIAL Ca. 1880-1951
INDUSTRY
Significant Dates
ARCHITECTURE
1920
1930
Significant Person Cultural Affiliation
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)
Blanton, Albert Bacon N/A
Architect/Builder
Leo L. Oberwarth & Sons
Narrative Statement of Significance Blanton, Albert Bacon
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets. )
jor Bibli ical Referen
Bibliography ;
(Cite the booka, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuativn sheets.)
Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:
____preliminary determination of individual listing _X State Historic Preservation Office
(36 CFR 67) has been requested ____ Other State agency
____previously listed in the National Register ___ Federal agency
____previously determined eligible by the National ___ Local government
Register ___ University
___ designated a National Historic Landmark ___ Other
___ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey Name of repository:

r
___recorded by Historic American Engineering Record
#
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Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property approximately 50 acres

UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
zong 1 ¥ 686220 4232020 3 ++ 686860 4231930
fe. 2 ¥ 686690 4232270 4 ¥+ 686570 4231750

X_ See continuation shieet,

Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the bonndaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification

(Explain why the boundaries were sclected on a continuation sheet.)

11, Form Prepared By

name/title niel Pezzoni

organization Landmark Preservation Associates date November 30, 2000
street & number 6 Houston St. telephone 404-531

city or town Lexington  state VA zip code 24450

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items

(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

{Comptlete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Mark Br i E falo Tr istillery, 1
street & number 1001 Wilkinson Blvd, - telephone (502) 223-7641
city or town Frankfo state  KY  zip code 40601

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the Nationat Register of Historic Flaces to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to fist properties, and to amend
existing listings, Response to this request is required to obtain & benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Bsti d Burden S Public reporting burden for thig form is estimated to average 18.1 hours pet resp including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the
form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.0. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management
and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503,




NP3 Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

George T. Stagg Distillery
Section number _7 _ Page _1 Franklin Co., Ky.

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION
Summary

The George T. Stagg Distillery adjoins the city of Frankfort in Franklin County, Kentucky,
located in the state’s central Bluegrass region. The approximately fifty-acre nominated parcel
occupies a level terrace at an elevation of approximately five hundred feet above sea level that
was first settled as the community of Leestown in the late colonial period. The nominated parcel
is framed by the Kentucky River on the west, a high undeveloped wooded ridge and a stream
known as Penitentiary Branch on the north, a lightly developed grassy hill on the south, and the
four-lane Wilkinson Boulevard and associated development on the east.

Of the sixty-eight resources contained in the nominated parcel, sixty-one or 90% are classified
as contributing resources; that is, they were built or utilized by the distillery during the period
of significance (ca. 1880-1951) and they retain architectural integrity. The contributing resources
range in date from the 1790s to 1950 (see inventory number 27 for a discussion of the 1790s
date), and most are classified as buildings. The majority of resources played a direct role in the
production of bourbon, historically the principal function of the distillery. Of the seven
noncontributing resources, four are small buildings or structures and three are objects (sculpture).

Several discrete subsets of resources can be defined. Clustered along the river are facilities such
as the stillhouse, mash house, fermenting building, and so forth for the conversion of raw
ingredients into new whiskey, the first step in the production of bourbon. These date primarily
to the 1930s and 1940s but incorporate considerable fabric from earlier periods, including the
well preserved mashing and fermenting facility known as the Dickel Building (inv. no. 20), built
in 1881, and the residence known as Riverside (inv. no. 27), which may date as early as the
1790s and was later used as a distillery dwelling, laboratory and clock room. A second and
larger group of buildings--primarily warehouses used for maturing the new whiskey into
bourbon--extend eastward from the first group. The oldest warehouses, which cluster nearest the
river, date from the 1880s to the first decade of the twentieth century and are of brick
construction. Warehouses erected from the mid-1930s to the early 1940s occupy the east end of
the nominated parcel and typically have reinforced concrete frames with tile-block infill or are
entirely of tile-block construction. A third group of resources served the distillery in a social,
domestic, and entertainment capacity. These date mainly to the 1930s and include the home of
the distillery president during the 1930s (Rock Hill, inv. no. 2) and a clubhouse with associated
buildings and landscape features. '

- The architectural character of the distillery resources is varied. Some buildings, typically later
ones dating from after the repeal of Prohibition in 1933, are relatively utilitarian in design.
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Description (continued)

However, a number of buildings that are utilitarian in their overall appearance have architectural
accents such as decorative quarry-faced stonework that relate them to other, more stylish
buildings in the complex. Stylistic features may be as subtle as corbeling details on warehouses
from the 1880s that relate them to the Romanesque Revival 1883 stilthouse, which survives in
part (inv. no. 21). Or they may be as fully expressed as the sophisticated Rustic styling of the
1935 clubhouse and associated resources (inv. nos. 9-15). The complex and significant
relationship of architecture and industry at the George T. Stagg Distillery is discussed in the
Architectural Analysis section of the Statement of Significance.

Inventory
1. Frankfort & Lewis Ferry Turnpike (former; section). 19th c. Contributing structure.

Two-lane paved road leading from Wilkinson Blvd. to the distillery. The road originally linked
Frankfort to its hinterland (including the distillery), but in the late 20th c. a new public road was
built farther east so that the public no longer needed to pass through the distillery complex. The
abandoned public road bed continued to serve as an access road to the distillery. A board fence
modeled on a fence that appears in 19th-c. photos has been built along it. Stone gates were
recently erected near the intersection of the road with Wilkinson Boulevard.

2. Rock Hill (Bldg. 80). 1933-34. Contributing building.

Two-story Arts and Crafts house of frame construction with a stone veneer. The house has an
unusual three-part form with slightly angled gable-fronted elements flanking a wider, side-gabled
center section. The roof is covered with asbestos shingles with copper flashing and lightning
arrestors, and there are round-arched windows in the gables. The front entry has sidelights with
oval-pattern muntins, a transom, a reeded surround with dentil moldings, and a modern door.
The entry is sheltered under a small one-story porch with stone pillars and walling. Other
exterior features include a stone and concrete foundation, two rear-elevation chimneys with
sloped shoulders and diamond-shaped stone accents on the stacks, 6/6 windows with stone jack
arches and vinyl shutters, metal-barred basement windows (some in concrete wells), cornice
returns, a projecting course at the first-floor floor level, and a corner stone inscribed "A. B.
Blanton".

The interior has random-width wood flooring, plaster wall and ceiling finishes, and natural-finish
molded woodwork. The transverse front hall contains a single-run stair with a paneled spandrel,
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Description (continued)

a slight flaring and tapered square-section newel at its base, and delicate turned balusters. Bi-fold
French doors open at each end of the hall. The left-hand doors open into a living room with a
carved Georgian Revival mantel flanked by fluted Ionic pilasters and with a floating shelf,
ornamental overmantel, architrave fireplace surround, brick jack arch over the fireplace opening,
and basketweave brick hearth. The fireplace is flanked by glass-fronted cabinets, and there are
panels under the windows. Other interior features include first- and second-floor bathrooms with
original fixtures and tilework, single-panel doors with crystal knobs, radiators set into the walls,
old light fixtures, and quarter-round strips at the bottom of the baseboards that are studded with
metal snaps, probably attachment points for former wall-to-wall carpeting.

Rock Hill was designed by Frankfort architects Leo L. Oberwarth & Sons with input from Albert
B. Blanton. The house served as Blanton’s residence until his death in 1959, and it now provides
office and meeting space for the distillery.

3. Garage. 1930s. Contributing building.

One-story limestone-faced concrete garage set into the bank behind Rock Hill, with two vinyl
garage doors under stone jack arches and a flat concrete roof with a railing formed by stone piers
and metal piping and used as a patio. Abutting the garage on the south side is a now roofless
greenhouse of concrete construction. Stone steps with iron gates rise on each side of the garage
and storage room; the north gate has a plaque inscribed "A. B. Blanton".

4. Cellar. 1930s. Contributing building.

Grotto-like semi-subterranean building for the storage of vegetables and fruits with an irregular
front built with small limestone blocks and two rooms of concrete and tile-block construction.
The rooms have beaded matchboard doors; one houses a stone and concrete firebox served on
the exterior by a stone flue.

5. Smokehouse. 1930s. Contributing building.

One-story v-notched log building with a stone foundation, an asphalt-shingled hip roof, and a
batten door. The interior is divided into a larger front room for salt-curing meat and a smaller
rear compartment for smoking meat (evident from soot residues). The salt-curing room features
a salting table, hewn ceiling joists with wood peg hooks for hanging meat, and secondary joists
with metal hooks.
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Description (continued)

6. Garden shed. 1930s. Contributing building.

One-story frame building with board-and-batten siding, a concrete foundation, an asphalt-shingled
shed roof, six-light windows, and evidence of construction in two phases. A concrete planting
bed extends along the south elevation.

7. Planting beds. 1930s. Contributing structure.
3

An extensive system of planting beds and walks defined by low stone and concrete curbs. The
main group extends in an arc behind the garage; another group, which may include the
foundation of a former barn, lie to the west of the Rock Hill domestic complex.

8. Garden terraces. 1930s. Contributing structure.

Set of three stone terraces extending down slope in front of Rock Hill. The terraces are linked
by stone steps and are adjoined by a rock garden with cascading pools and a stone bench.

9. Clubhouse (Bldg. 17). 1935; late 1930s. Contributing building.

Two-story Rustic building of v-notched log construction with a gable roof covered with asphalt
shingles but possibly originally wood-shingled. The logs, salvaged from area buildings, have
projecting ends and are faced with circular-sawn boards that increase their apparent width. Both
logs and boards are stained a dark brown color, and they have concrete chinking. Wrapping
around three sides of the building (the rear west elevation is set into a bank) is a two-tier veranda
with a limestone foundation. The east (front) and north sections have painted log posts and
brackets and railings constructed of branches. The south end, which is an addition dating to the
late 1930s, has posts and railings in the same pattern but constructed of dimensional lumber, and
its first tier is screened. Other exterior features include rear second-story (but ground level)
wings with hip and shed roofs and entry porches with log posts and wood-shingle roofing, stone
chimneys with sloped shoulders and caps, old wall-mounted light fixtures, Rustic porch furniture,
and 6/6 and casement windows with woodwork painted Cherokee red.

The first-floor interior has a dining room with natural-finish wood paneling set vertically as a
wainscot and horizontally above. Other features of the room include cased posts, a linoleum
floor, Rustic furniture, and a modern vestibule enclosing two stairs to the second floor. On one
side of the room is a free-standing stone chimney with front and back fireplaces and flanked by
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Rustic screens created by branches arranged in decorative patterns. Behind the screens and
chimney is a modern cafeteria line.

The second floor is largely taken up by a ballroom with paneling similar to that in the downstairs
and rough-edged sawmill slabs used as door and window surrounds. The room has cased exposed
trusses from which ornate cast-metal light fixtures hang. A band stand set into an exterior wall
(evident as a projecting bay on the outside) has a log railing with sawtooth pickets. The stone
fireplace is more elaborate than the one directly below it, with a segmental-arched fireplace
opening with voussoirs and a keystone, corbels at the top and supporting a thick wooden shelf,
a stone hearth, and old iron implements. The south end of the second floor (part of the late
1930s addition) is occupied by a bar and a meeting room, the former with a long picture window
set into an arched surround with slabs of bark used to create voussoirs, keystone and flanking
columns. Flanking the window and surround are cabinets with doors hung on wooden hinges.
The bar itself is faced with bark and has a log foot rest. The meeting room has a stone fireplace
similar to the others, exposed log or false log walls, and ceiling beams with false projecting

pegs.

Designed by Leo L. Oberwarth & Sons of Frankfort, the clubhouse originally contained an
employee cafeteria and dining room on the first floor and a ballroom on the second floor, uses
that continue. A few years after the building was erected in 1935 the south end was added.

10. Water features. 1930s. Contributing structure.

The principal landscape feature of the clubhouse grounds, consisting of two sets of cascading
pools, one of which feeds directly into a stone-lined stream that flows across the grounds. The
smaller set incorporates a rock garden, stone paths and bridges, and a wall-like stone monument
with a segmental-arched niche from beneath which the water flows. The monument is inscribed:
"This Tablet erected by the employees of the George T. Stagg Co. to the Executives of Schenley,
in appreciation of their interest and efforts in making this recreational center possible. May
1936." Around the grounds stand log light posts.

11. D.A.R. monument. 1931. Contributing object.
Constructed of two mill stones with a bronze plaque commemorating the Leestown settlement.

Erected by the Susannah Hart Shelby Chapter of the N.S.D.A R., Frankfort, and dated July 16,
1931.
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12. Burgoo house (Bldg. 16). 1939. Contributing building.

One-story stone building with an asphalt-shingled front-gable roof, three rear-elevation stone
chimneys, and 6/6 windows. The interior features a flagstone floor, an exposed ceiling structure,
a brick platform with two large iron kettles above fireboxes, and a sign with a recipe for "Col.
Blanton’s Burgoo."

13. Wishing well. 1930s. Contributing structure.
Well with circular stone curb and stone pillars supporting a conical wood-shingled roof.
14. Springhouse. 1930s. Contributing structure.

Small structure constructed of stone with a stone front-gable roof, a gable-end entry with a
beaded batten door, entry jambs spiked to the stone, and an iron lintel.

15. Guest house (President’s office; Bldg. 29). 1939. Contributing building.

One-story v-notched log dwelling with a stone and concrete foundation and an asphalt-shingled
gable roof. The gabled entry porch has rough-finished tapered wood posts and log railings. The
construction of the house evokes the dog-trot form, and there are projecting log ends on each
side of the beaded batten entry door, two log ends carved into decorative corbel-like elements.
Other features include two front bow windows, 4/4 windows, and a south gable-end log addition
with an entry porch supported by log posts.

16. Guard house (Bldg. 70). Ca. 1940. Contributing building.

Booth-like building with a concrete foundation, stretcher-bond brick walls to the bottom of the
windows, and a slate-shingled pyramidal roof with Spanish tiles over the ridges. Set into the
walkway next to the building is a stone bearing the name “Carlisle" that formerly formed a part
of the Carlisle stillhouse, erected in 1879-80 and demolished in the 1940s.

17. Fire control system. Mostly 1930s. Contributing structure.

Scattered throughout the complex are hose houses, small structures used to store fire hoses which
could be connected to nearby hydrants in the event of fire. Most of these structures are of frame
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construction with corrugated metal siding, metal-sheathed shed roofs, continuous or pier concrete
foundations, and double doors of wooden construction with or without metal sheathing.
Exceptions include a hose house near Building 50 (inv. no. 44), which has an asphalt-shingled
pyramidal roof, and one to the southwest of the clubhouse, which is of brick-faced cinder-block
construction with an asphalt-shingled gable roof. The most architecturally sophisticated of these
structures is the 1930s hose house on the clubhouse grounds, which shares with the clubhouse
v-notched logs augmented with boards and also features an overhanging asphalt-shingled front-
gable roof supported on log posts. More numerous than the hose houses themselves are the fire
hydrants, cast-iron features often enclosed within protective concrete and steel pens. Most of
these are stamped "Grinnell", although at least one is identified as the product of the Traverse
City Iron Works in Traverse City, Mi.

18. Cisterns. 1940s. Contributing structure.

Two concrete reservoirs of rectangular plan capped by flat concrete roofs with small housings
and metal steps.

19. Carpentry shop (Bldg. 24). 1940s. Contributing building,

One-story frame building with corrugated- and sheet-metal siding and an asphalt-shingled
gambrel roof with a gabled monitor on its ridge. The partial basement has a series of garage
doors on its north side. Other features include a foundation and front loading dock of concrete,
side and rear wings, fixed and awning windows with a variety of muntin patterns, four-panel
doors, and a wood sign over the main entry that reads "The Geo. T. Stagg Co., Inc’d,
Employees Only." The interior has exposed wall and ceiling structures.

20. Dickel Building (Bldg. 14). 1881; 1933. Contributing building.

Two-story building with a stone first story and five-course American-bond brick second story
ornamented with corbeled facade piers. The parapeted gable roof has built-up asphalt roofing and
is reached from ground level on the east side by a steel truss foot bridge. Above the roof rises
a two-story iron-clad frame section of 19th c. date and unknown original function that features
6/6 and 8/8 windows with molded lintels. The 8/8 windows have double-course segmental
arches, and there is an entry with a round-arched transom on the south gable end. Attached to
the west or river elevation is a 1933 concrete pump house addition with modifications dating to
1935 and 1941. The first-floor interior has a concrete floor with a gutter along the west side and
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cast-iron columns. Approximately half of the columns are original and have molded capitals that
are Doric in inspiration. The other half appear to be replacements, with simple bracketed tops.
The second floor has thick board floors (partially removed) and original slender cast-iron
columns with trumpet-mouth capitals.

Built in 1881, the Dickel Building housed the mashing and fermenting functions of the O.F.C.
Distillery. From 1940 to 1958 the Schenley-owned Geo. A. Dickel Distilling Co. utilized the
building, which since 1958 has served principally for storage.

21. Boiler house (Bldg. 13). 1883; 1930s. Contributing building.

Two- and three-story brick building that incorporates walls from the 1883 O.F.C. stillhouse and
boiler house. Blind arcading from the north and west elevations of the 1883 stillhouse is evident,
as are corbeling and soldier houndstooth panels from the front (east) elevation of the one-story
boiler house. Most of the exterior appearance of the building dates to the 1930s rebuilding, with
seven-course American-bond brick walls with large metal industrial windows and random ashlar
stone walls with stone jack arches and segmental arches over 6/6 windows. The building has
several cylindrical tile-block bins and a coal off-loading area.

22. Grain elevators. 1940s. Contributing structure.

Six tall cylindrical concrete elevators joined at the top by a concrete housing. A truck loading
area with a green fiberglass enclosure extends across the front.

23. Mash house (Bldg. 10). 1937. Contributing building.

Multi-story four-course American-bond brick building of utilitarian design rises to eighty feet in
height with an east elevation divided into four bays by slightly projecting piers, a parapeted flat
roof with composition roofing, a foundation of concrete caissons on spread footings, and a stone
"wainscot" and stone jack arches over windows similar to treatments of the stillhouse (see
below). When it opened in 1937, the 6,600-bushel daily capacity of the new mash house made
the distillery one of the most productive in the state.

24. Dry house (Bldg. 61). 1943; 1953. Contributing building.

Three-story five-course American-bond brick building of utilitarian design rises to fifty-eight feet
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in height with a concrete foundation and large metal industrial windows. A truck loading area
with a corrugated metal enclosure extends across the front.

25. Fire equipment house (Bldg. 6). 1951. Contributing building.

One-story tile-block building with a concrete foundation and a sliding door on one end.

26. Shed (Bldg. 7). Ca. 1940. Contributing building.

One-story frame building with corrugated metal siding, a shed roof, and three matchboard doors.
27. Riverside (Landmark House; Bldg. 15). 1790s?; ca. 1900. Contributing building.

Two-story dwelling with an original stone first story, a ca. 1900 weatherboarded frame second
story, and an asphalt-shingled gable roof. Other exterior features include 2/2 and 6/6 windows,
a four-panel back door, a two-light transom over the front entry, a bricked-up former front entry
(perhaps evidence of an original hall-parlor plan), evidence of a former one-story rear wing in
the form of a gable ghost, and a small opening in the rear wall at grade. The center-passage-plan
interior dates almost entirely to the ca. 1900 period with mostly circular-sawn woodwork, wire
nails, and some cut nails. A single-run stair with square-section balusters and molded newels
rises in the center passage. The south first-floor room has a stone chimney breast with a fireplace
opening with a segmental brick arch and wood nailers to each side for the attachment of a former
mantel. The north first-floor room was made into a laboratory (probably in the 1930s) and has
counters and paperboard wall and ceiling finishes. Both second-floor rooms have simple Greek
Revival-inspired mantels with cast-iron coal grates, and plaster-and-lath walls and ceilings, four-
panel doors with pottery knobs, remnants of old wallpaper, and matchboard cabinets and other
laboratory-related built-ins are typical. The exterior is in fair condition and the interior,
especially the first floor, is in bad condition.

The one-story stone house was built by Capt. Richard Taylor and named Riverside. Most
accounts date construction to 1792, the year Taylor moved to Leestown. Another possibility is
that the house was built ca. 1811 in conjunction with a three-story stone warehouse that stood
only several yards away nearer the river. Presumably the house was occupied by an overseer or
other employee of Taylor’s, and in the early 19th c. it was surrounded by small log slave cabins.
It is sometimes identified as Taylor’s Tavern. In the 1850s the house was associated with Daniel
Swigert’s distillery, operated in a wing of the adjacent warehouse, and it has remained a part of
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the distillery complex since. Sanborn maps from the late 19th and early 20th centuries show the
house occupied and vacant at different times, and in conjunction with photographs show a
succession of alterations and additions, including the second story added about 1900 and a rear
wing that was torn off in the late 20th c. After repeal the building was converted into a general
laboratory and clock room, and it remained in use until about 1980.

28. Wash room (Bldg. 18). Ca. 1932; 1943. Contributing building.
One-story brick building with a concrete foundation and an asphalt-shingled hip roof.
29. Stillhouse (Bldg. 21). 1936. Contributing building.

Multi-story four-course American-bond brick building rises to eighty-seven feet in height with
a parapeted flat roof, stone jack arches over metal industrial windows, and a stone "wainscot"
at grade. An enclosed corrugated-metal catwalk crosses an alleyway to the maintenance shop
(Inv. no. 30).

30. Maintenance shop (Bldg. 75). 1948. Contributing building.

Two-story building of stretcher-bond orange-red brick with a parapeted composition roof,
concrete foundation, metal industrial windows, a continuous ribbon window on the first-story
south elevation, garage-type doors on the east and west ends, an angled southeast corner, and
a third-story bulkhead at the east end.

31. Fermenting building (Bldg. 25). 1936. Contributing building.

Two- and three-story building of stretcher-bond brick construction or facing with large glass-
block windows, quarry-faced stone details, and a concrete and brick skywalk to the mash house
(inv. no. 23). Set into the north elevation is a decorative stone archway with diamond-shaped
accent blocks, buttresses, and a cast-stone keystone bearing the date "1936".

32. Bottling house (Bldg. 26). Ca. 1950. Contributing building.
Four-story building of brick and asbestos-sided frame construction, an asphait-shingled hip roof

with metal ridge ventilators, and wood and metal windows. The building may incorporate fabric
from the ca. 1880 O.F.C. Warehouse 113A.
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33. Case shipping building (Bldg. 27). 1934. Contributing building.

One-story frame building with corrugated metal siding with a low-pitched gable roof and a
concrete foundation.

34. Blending and processing building (Bldg. 33). 1930s. Contributing building.

Two-story frame addition of irregular form with asbestos-shingle siding, a concrete foundation,
and shed-, gable- and pyramidal-roofed elements. A cinder-block wall in front of the building
is painted with a mural.

35. O.F.C. Warehouse 113B (Glass storage building; Bldg. 28). 1881. Contributing building.

Two-story six-course American-bond brick building with a metal-sheathed gable roof with
ceramic-coped gable parapets and four gabled ventilation housings along the ridge. The building
is distinguished by facade piers with quarter-round arched flarings at their tops. Other exterior
features include a stone foundation, a mid-20th c. concrete loading platform under a corrugated
metal awning on the south elevation, east gable-end entries with paneled embrasures, segmental-
arched 6/6 windows (many with pintels for former shutters), an enclosed corrugated-metal
catwalk crossing to the free warehouse (inv. no. 39), and a painted inscription on the north
elevation that reads "OFC erected 1881". The interior has concrete floors, stout wood posts on
the first floor and more slender posts on the second, and exposed dimensional wood common
rafters.

Built as a warehouse for the O.F.C. Distillery, the 10,000-barrel capacity building was
designated Warehouse 113B in 1886, a designation it retained into the 1920s. In 1925 it was
described as having no racks (ricks), and it was supplied with steam heat.

36. Albert B. Blanton Bottling Hall (former boiler house; Bldg. 39). 1890s; 1907; 1936.
Contributing building.

One-story six-course American-bond brick building with an asphalt-shingled gable roof with one
gable parapet. The building’s north elevation has facade piers with quarter-round arched flarings
at their tops. Other features include a concrete and stone foundation, a south entry with a gabled
stoop supported by decorative wood brackets, and exposed wood roof trusses on the interior.



NPS Form 10-900-a . OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

George T. Stagg Distillery
Section number _7 _ Page _12 Franklin Co., Ky.

Description (continued)

The building was built as a boiler house to provide steam heating for the warehouses. The 1907
Sanborn map labels the building "Ascety’n Plant" and, unaccountably, "From Plans". In 1936
it was remodeled to serve as a recreation building, and it now serves for bottling Blanton’s
Bourbon Whiskey.

37. Recooperage shop (Bldg. 106). Ca. 1935. Contributing building.

One-story tile-block building with a flat roof, a ceramic parapet coping, and a wraparound porch
with metal supports.

38. P.LV. No. 19. Ca. 1940. Contributing building.

One- and two-story six-course American-bond brick building with a large vehicle bay on the
south side with one wood and glass door.

39. Free warehouse (Bldg. 3). Ca. 1880. Contributing building.

Two-story six-course American-bond brick building with a metal-sheathed gable roof with gabled
and stepped parapets. The building is distinguished by facade piers with quarter-round arched
flarings at their tops. Other features include barred 6/6 windows, substantial 20th-c. brick
repairs, concrete floors, I-beam posts, and exposed dimensional wood common rafters.

40. Dock (Carlisle cistern room; Bldg. 2). Ca. 1880; ca. 1935; ca. 1950. Contributing building.

Two-story five-course American-bond brick building with a concrete and stone foundation and
a metal-sheathed gable roof with a partial gable parapet on the south end. The building is
distinguished by facade piers with quarter-round arched flarings at their tops that form two facade
bays. Other features include major 20th-c. additions, a loading dock on the east side with a
corrugated-metal awning supported on metal poles and served by a system of concrete ramps.

Built to serve as a cistern room for the Carlisle distillery, with an elevated whiskey pipe
connecting it to the stillhouse, the original section of the building appears in an aerial perspective
in the 1885 Description of the O.F.C., Carlisle, and J. S. Taylor Distilleries. It remained in use
as a cistern room in the 1910s. Later it was used as Schenley’s stock room and cost accounting
office, and the loading dock was added in 1950.



NPS§ Form 10-900-2 OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet
George T. Stagg Distillery

Section number _7  Page _13 Franklin Co., Ky.

Description (continued)

41. Warehouse B (Bldg. 101). 1884. Contributing building.

Three-story six-course American-bond brick building with an asphalt-shingled gable roof. The
building is distinguished by facade piers with quarter-round arched flarings at their tops. Other
features include barred segmental-arched 6/6 windows and steel ramps to the first and second
stories on the south side. Labeled on Sanborn maps "Carlisie Bonded W. Ho. No. 2 B," the
warehouse had a 20,000 barrel capacity and originally iron-clad shutters and an elevated barrel
run connecting to the Free Warehouse (inv. no. 39).

42. Warehouse D (Bldg. 103). 1907. Contributing building.

Seven-story five-course American-bond brick building with a stone foundation and a parapeted
gable roof. A one-story shed-roofed gauging room extends on the south elevation, and a brick
beehive cistern projects above grade on the north side. Other features include segmental-arched
6/6 windows with metal-sheathed shutters on iron strap hinges (the windows are mostly arrayed
on the gable ends) and a concrete plaque in the west gable that reads "OFC 1907". The building
was identified as "being built" on the September 1907 Sanborn map, and was labeled "O.F.C.
Bonded Ware. Ho. No. 113-D." Its capacity was 22,500 barrels, making it the largest capacity
warehouse in the complex until the construction of the 50,000-barrel-capacity Warehouse I in
1935.

43. Warehouse C (Bldg. 102). 1885; 1934. Contributing building.

Four-story building with a stone first story and six-course American-bond brick upper stories
with facade piers with corbeled tops. The gable roof has ceramic-coped gabled parapets and a
decorative plaque in the west gable reading "OFC". The first story has window and door
openings with segmental arches of smoother stone and large keystones, and metal-sheathed
wooden shutters. The upper windows have three-course brick segmental arches with stone
keystones and concrete sills. All windows are 6/6, and the first- and second-story windows are
barred. The upper levels have smooth stone quoins on the west corners and brick quoins on the
east corners. An elevator and stair tower rises on the south elevation; like the warehouse proper
it has a stone first story and brick upper stories with smooth stone quoins, and it has an entry
with stone pilasters and a corbeled brick entablature, brick facade piers at the fourth-story level,
and a utilitarian mid-20th c. fifth story with a metal-framed window. Other exterior features of
the warehouse proper include iron tie rod ends (some star form), stone- and brick-filled openings
under the first-story windows on the east gable end, and a concrete "turn dock" at the tower
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entry linked by steel barrel runs to two other concrete docks (an "entry dock” at the west end
and a "load out dock" at the east end). A guard rail constructed with railroad rails from the site
extends in front of the west gable end.

The building is filled with heavy timber barrel ricks supported on concrete footers and nailed and
bolted together, with walkways on the perimeter and crossing so as to divide the ricks into
quadrants. The floors of the walkways are formed by thick wooden boards with gaps between
them for ventilation. Each three tiers of barrel runs within the ricks (three to a floor) have
stencilled numbers along the walkways, and large numbers corresponding to each floor are
painted on the walls of the warehouse proper and in the elevator and stair tower. Steam pipes
under the ricks at ground level survive from the original heating system. The elevator shaft is
contained within a slatted enclosure and the stairs have crude railings. Other interior features
include lights operated by outside switches (to minimize sparks that might cause fire), mid-20th-
c. steam unit heaters, a plumb bob for keeping the ricks level near the elevator, and a sprinkler
system.

Labeled on Sanborn maps "O.F.C. Bonded W. Ho. No. 113 C," the warehouse originally had
a capacity of 18,680 barrels. By the mid-1920s a "hot house” had been created on the first floor
for the quick aging of bourbon. The building’s capacity was increased to approximately 24,000
barrels later in the 20th c. As originally constructed the warehouse had skylights and a gabled
ventilation and lighting monitor along the ridge. The fifth story of the elevator and stair tower,
which had a pyramidal roof with an ornamental finial, was replaced with the present more
utilitarian fifth story during a 1934 renovation.

44. Cistern building (Bldg. 50). 1937. Contributing building.

Two- and three-story six-course American-bond brick building of utilitarian design with a
parapeted flat roof with ceramic coping, a concrete foundation, metal industrial windows with
multiple small panes, and a large garage-type door on the east end. The building originally
contained two receiving cisterns and a distilled water tank and is now used for storage.

45. F&C Bourbon Line Depot (Bldg. 45). 1933. Contributing building.
One-story stretcher-bond brick building with an asphalt-shingled hip roof, a concrete foundation,

a bracketed entry stoop, a modern wooden handicap ramp to the rear, 6/6 windows on the front
(west) end, and glass-block windows on the east end, which may be an addition. The building
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originally served as a depot for the Frankfort & Cincinnati Railroad’s "Bourbon Line," a spur
that served the distillery. The railroad bed is still evident nearby, and some of the rails have been
made into an automobile guard rail in front of Warehouse C (inv. no. 43). Rail traffic was
discontinued in 1970, and in the 1980s the building was used as the master distiller’s office. In
the early 1990s it was used as a bottling hall for the Blanton’s Single Barrel, Hancock’s Reserve,
and Rock Hill Farms bourbons, and it now serves as a visitor center.

46. Water tower. Ca. 1935. Contributing structure.

Steel supports on concrete footers with a cylindrical steel reservoir painted with the Buffalo Trace
buffalo emblem.

47. Firehouse (Bldg. 55). 1950. Contributing building.
One-story tile-block building with a parapeted composition gable roof, a concrete foundation,

metal-framed windows, and a large sliding metal door on the north side. The building presently
houses a 1964 Ford F-350 pickup truck used as a fire truck.

48. Warehouse I (Bldg. 105). 1935. Contributing building.

Nine-story tile-block building with a low-pitched gable roof with stepped parapets on the ends,
metal-frame industrial-type windows, a corner elevator tower, and approximately 50,000-barrel
capacity.

49. Barrel storage and cooperage (Branding shed; Bldg. 47). 1936. Contributing building.
One-story frame building with corrugated metal siding, a shed roof, a poured concrete
foundation, sliding wooden doors, 6/6 wood-framed and metal-framed windows, and a covered
loading dock.

50. Tax-paid regauge room (Bldg. 52). 1940. Contributing building.

One-story building of tile block laid in a four-course American bond with a parapeted gable roof,
a concrete foundation, two wooden sliding doors, and metal industrial windows.

51. Cistern room (Bldg. 49). 1936. Contributing building.
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Two-story building of tile-block laid in a four-course American bond, with tile-block buttresses
to provide added wall rigidity. The building has flat roof wi